quired a change of philosophy.” 
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By DAVID REAL 

Dallas Mopnng News 

DALLAS — Roscoe Anthony 
■ Rock" White was an easygoing, 
mild-mannered Dallas police officer 
who liked to play dominoes on his 
lunch break. 

Or he was a coldblooded CIA as- 
sassin who killed his president and a 
fellow officer on Nov. 22, 1963. 

Several weeks ago, White’s son, 
Ricky Don White of Midland, said his 
father was both. 

But few of those who knew White 
appear to agree. 

His contemporaries find it almost 
impossible to believe that the man 
who worked an extra job unloading 
freight to make ends meet for his 
family would be capable of killing 
both President John F. Kennedy and 
Dallas police Patrolman J.D. Tippit. 

And some members of the panel 
that stood behind Ricky White earli- 
er this month during a news confer- 
ence now offer competing theories 
that contradict or conflict with his 
account. 

Investigators and volunteers are 
hard at work trying to verify White’s 
account. Although the theory was 
received with skepticism in some 
quarters, Texas Attorney General 
Jim Mattox and representatives of 
the Dallas County district attorney’s 
office each met with some of the 
theory’s proponents recently. 

All that is known with certainty is 
that Roscoe White was^born in Paris, 
Texas, on Nov. 18, 1935. He joined 
the Marine Corps on Feb. 19, 1957, 
and was honorably discharged as a 
sergeant on Dec. 4, 1962. 

On Oct. 7, 1963, he started working 
for the Dallas Police Department as 
a clerk in the identification division. 
Six weeks later, Kennedy was assas- 
sinated. 



RICKY WHITE 
Story disputed 

A few weeks later, in December 
1963, Roscoe White began classes at 
the Dallas Police Academy and 
graduated on Feb. 28, 1964, with 
police badge No. 1884. 

Less than two years later, he left 
the police force on Oct. 18, 1965, to 
work at a drugstore. On Sept. 24, 
1971, White was working as a welder 
and shop foreman at M&M Equip- 
ment Co. when he died in a fire. 

; The story might have ended there, 
Ricky White said, if he had not found 
his father’s diary, in which the man 
supposedly admitted to the killings. 

But Ricky White said the diary, 
known only to him and his mother, 
disappeared from his home after an 
FBI agent visited in 1988. 

\Vhite is now trying to reconstruct 
the diary passages from memory, 
said Robert Groden, the author of a 


ROSCOE WHITE 
1963 file photo 

Kennedy assassination book. Seven 
other people have come forward 
since the news conference, saying 
they saw and read parts of the diary 
without the knowledge of Ricky 
White or his mother, Groden said. 

But experts disagree about the au- 
thenticity of the only physical evi- 
dence: three vaguely worded cables 
that Ricky White said ordered his 
father to kill the president. 

And his mother is too sick to talk 
to reporters. 

No evidence can be found that 
unquestionably substantiates 
White’s assassination account, but 
some has been found that challenge 
its details. 

Joe H. West, who sat with White at 
the news conference this month, said 
panel members argued beforehand 
whether to tell the news media "the 


whole truth” about the assassina- 
tion. 

In any case, the story presented 
that day differs from one presented 
a few months earlier by West, a 
Houston private investigator, and J 
Gary Shaw, vice president of the 
JFK Assassination Information Cen 
ter in Dallas. The two held a news 
conference in May at which they 
blamed the Mafia for the assassina- 
tion. 

West said then that Kennedy was 
killed by Charles Nicoletti, a hit man 
for the Sam Giancana crime family 
of Chicago, and was backed up by 
another Mafia hit man, John Roselli. 
West said last week that both men 
joined Roscoe White on the grassy 
knoll near Dealey Plaza on Nov. 22, 
1963, as part of a joint operation 
between the CIA and the Mafia. 

West said White and Nicoletti 
fired one shot each, while Ricky 
White said his father fired both 
shots. 

"Ricky is confused, I think, at the 
point where he’s thinking his father 
fired both of those shots," West said. 

In all, nine armed operatives were 
in the area around Dealey Plaza that 
day, West said. 

West said he and two other panel 
members threatened to walk out of 
the news conference because the oth- 
er members wanted to tell only the 
“Ricky White story” without por- 
traying Roscoe White as a coldblood- 
ed assassin who killed dozens of vic- 
tims. 

"They’ll make this just a sugar- 
coated, beautiful little story about 
how a good former Marine fired a 
shot — when he was ordered — at 
the president," West said. "That’s 
not the truth.” 

West added: "The whole truth 
might not be good for the sale of a 
book that Ricky wants to write." 
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